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CSS 2025 

1. Patriotism is supporting your country all 

the time, and your government when it 

deserves it. 

1. Introduction 

2. Patriotism is fundamentally loyalty to the nation rather than unconditional 

loyalty to the government 

• 2.1 Patriotism represents commitment to the country, its people and its enduring national 

interests 

• 2.2 A government is temporary, whereas the state and nation are enduring institutions 

• 2.3 Supporting the country during war, crisis and adversity reflects genuine national 

loyalty 

• 2.4 Civic responsibility, sacrifice and obedience to just laws are practical expressions of 

patriotism 

• 2.5 Blind allegiance to political leadership can confuse national interest with partisan 

interest 

3. Responsible criticism of government is an essential form of patriotism 

• 3.1 Democratic accountability protects the state from corruption and abuse of power 

• 3.2 Constructive criticism helps governments correct policies that harm national interests 

• 3.3 A free press and active civil society strengthen patriotic accountability 

• 3.4 Citizens must distinguish criticism of government from hostility towards the country 

• 3.5 Constitutional dissent allows citizens to defend national principles against political 

excesses 

4. History demonstrates that nations become stronger when patriotism is 

separated from political obedience 

• 4.1 Anti-colonial movements demonstrated that challenging unjust authority can be an act 

of patriotism 

• 4.2 Nelson Mandela's struggle showed that resistance to an unjust political order can 

serve national liberation 

• 4.3 Democratic systems institutionalise criticism through elections, legislatures and 

independent institutions 

• 4.4 Pakistan's democratic struggles reflect the importance of constitutional and 

institutional patriotism 
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• 4.5 Political personality cults have repeatedly weakened accountability and national 

cohesion 

5. Pakistan needs a mature patriotism based on constitutionalism, accountability 

and national interest 

• 5.1 Political parties must place institutional continuity above partisan advantage 

• 5.2 State institutions should protect lawful dissent and democratic participation 

• 5.3 Citizens should reject both blind nationalism and cynical rejection of the state 

• 5.4 Civic education should develop responsible and constitutionally conscious citizens 

• 5.5 National interest must remain the ultimate standard for evaluating governmental 

policies 

6. Conclusion 

 

2. Brains, like hearts, go where they are 

appreciated. 

1. Introduction 

2. Human talent flourishes when societies provide recognition, opportunity and 

intellectual freedom 

• 2.1 Appreciation motivates individuals to realise their intellectual potential 

• 2.2 Merit-based recognition encourages excellence and innovation 

• 2.3 Professional autonomy allows talented people to contribute creatively 

• 2.4 Financial rewards communicate the economic value of expertise 

• 2.5 Respect and dignity satisfy the psychological needs of high-performing individuals 

3. Countries that appreciate talent create powerful ecosystems for innovation 

and development 

• 3.1 World-class universities attract international students and researchers 

• 3.2 Research funding converts knowledge into technological innovation 

• 3.3 Competitive industries create opportunities for skilled professionals 

• 3.4 The United States demonstrates how talent attraction can fuel technological 

leadership 

• 3.5 China, Singapore and South Korea illustrate the transformative impact of human-

capital investment 
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4. Pakistan's brain drain reflects the consequences of failing to adequately 

appreciate its human capital 

• 4.1 Limited professional opportunities encourage skilled Pakistanis to seek careers 

abroad 

• 4.2 Political interference and weak meritocracy discourage talented professionals 

• 4.3 Inadequate research facilities restrict academic and scientific achievement 

• 4.4 Poor career progression reduces the incentive to remain in Pakistan 

• 4.5 The migration of doctors, engineers, researchers and IT professionals represents a 

loss of national human capital 

5. Pakistan can retain and attract talent by creating institutions where merit and 

knowledge are genuinely rewarded 

• 5.1 Universities require greater investment in research and innovation 

• 5.2 Recruitment and promotion must be based on transparent merit 

• 5.3 Industry-academia partnerships should expand professional opportunities 

• 5.4 Diaspora engagement can transform brain drain into brain circulation 

• 5.5 A culture of appreciation must replace nepotism, institutional discrimination and 

professional stagnation 

6. Conclusion 

 

3. Reforestation as a Global Urgency 

1. Introduction 

2. Forests are indispensable to the ecological stability and survival of humanity 

• 2.1 Forests absorb carbon dioxide and contribute to climate regulation 

• 2.2 Forest ecosystems preserve biodiversity and natural habitats 

• 2.3 Forests protect soil from erosion, degradation and desertification 

• 2.4 Forests regulate watersheds, rainfall and groundwater systems 

• 2.5 Forest resources support the livelihoods of millions of people worldwide 

3. Accelerating deforestation has transformed forest loss into a global 

environmental and security crisis 

• 3.1 Agricultural expansion remains a major driver of forest destruction 

• 3.2 Commercial logging and uncontrolled development intensify forest degradation 

• 3.3 Climate change, droughts and wildfires are increasing pressure on forests 

• 3.4 Deforestation contributes to biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse 
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• 3.5 Forest destruction aggravates floods, droughts, food insecurity and climate 

displacement 

4. Reforestation offers a practical nature-based response to climate change and 

ecological degradation 

• 4.1 Restored forests increase carbon sequestration and strengthen climate mitigation 

• 4.2 Mangrove restoration protects coastal communities from storms and rising seas 

• 4.3 Urban forests reduce heat and improve air quality 

• 4.4 Agroforestry combines ecological restoration with agricultural livelihoods 

• 4.5 Forest restoration strengthens long-term water, food and livelihood security 

5. Global reforestation requires science, international cooperation and 

community-centred governance 

• 5.1 Native and ecologically suitable species should be prioritised over indiscriminate tree 

planting 

• 5.2 Local communities must receive economic incentives to protect restored forests 

• 5.3 Pakistan's Billion Tree Tsunami provides an important example of large-scale 

restoration 

• 5.4 International initiatives such as the Bonn Challenge can coordinate global restoration 

efforts 

• 5.5 Governments must combine reforestation with stronger anti-deforestation laws and 

monitoring 

6. Conclusion 

 

4. Hamas-Israel Conflict: A Test Case for 

World Conscience 

1. Introduction 

2. The Hamas-Israel conflict represents the devastating human consequences of a 

prolonged and unresolved political crisis 

• 2.1 The October 7, 2023 Hamas attack dramatically escalated the conflict 

• 2.2 Israel's subsequent military campaign created an unprecedented humanitarian crisis in 

Gaza 

• 2.3 Civilian deaths, displacement and destruction have intensified international concern 

• 2.4 The conflict is rooted in longstanding disputes over territory, occupation, security and 

Palestinian statehood 
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• 2.5 Repeated failures of diplomacy have allowed the cycle of violence to continue 

3. The humanitarian catastrophe has exposed serious contradictions in the 

international community's commitment to universal principles 

• 3.1 International humanitarian law requires civilians to be protected during armed 

conflict 

• 3.2 Attacks on civilians and hostage-taking violate fundamental humanitarian principles 

• 3.3 The scale of civilian suffering in Gaza has raised questions about proportionality and 

accountability 

• 3.4 Unequal responses to violations have weakened confidence in the international order 

• 3.5 The inability to secure lasting humanitarian protection exposes weaknesses in global 

governance 

4. The international response demonstrates the urgent need to place human 

rights above geopolitical double standards 

• 4.1 The United Nations has repeatedly struggled to produce effective collective action 

• 4.2 Major-power rivalries have constrained meaningful international intervention 

• 4.3 International institutions must apply humanitarian principles consistently to all parties 

• 4.4 Humanitarian assistance must remain independent of political calculations 

• 4.5 Accountability is necessary to restore credibility to international law and institutions 

5. A just and sustainable peace requires Palestinian self-determination, Israeli 

security and an enforceable political settlement 

• 5.1 Immediate protection of civilians and humanitarian access must remain the first 

priority 

• 5.2 Violations of international humanitarian law must be investigated impartially 

• 5.3 Palestinian political rights and self-determination cannot remain permanently 

unresolved 

• 5.4 Israel's legitimate security concerns must be addressed through lawful and sustainable 

mechanisms 

• 5.5 A credible two-state settlement remains the most viable framework for lasting peace 

6. Conclusion 

 

5. Rich in Politicians, We Desperately Need 

Statesmen. 

1. Introduction 
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2. Politicians seek political success whereas statesmen pursue long-term national 

interests 

• 2.1 Politicians are often driven by electoral cycles and immediate public preferences 

• 2.2 Statesmen possess the vision to prioritise long-term national objectives 

• 2.3 Political leadership seeks votes while statesmanship seeks sustainable national 

transformation 

• 2.4 Statesmen place institutional interests above personal political survival 

• 2.5 Abraham Lincoln, Nelson Mandela and Quaid-i-Azam exemplify leadership beyond 

immediate political calculations 

3. The dominance of short-term politics weakens institutions and prevents 

societies from addressing structural challenges 

• 3.1 Populism can replace sustainable policy with emotionally attractive promises 

• 3.2 Political polarisation makes national consensus increasingly difficult 

• 3.3 Patronage politics encourages loyalty to individuals rather than institutions 

• 3.4 Short electoral cycles discourage long-term economic and educational reforms 

• 3.5 Personality cults weaken democratic institutions and political succession 

4. Pakistan's political landscape illustrates the consequences of politics without 

sufficient statesmanship 

• 4.1 Frequent political confrontation has obstructed institutional continuity 

• 4.2 Economic policies often suffer from discontinuity across successive governments 

• 4.3 Political polarisation has repeatedly overshadowed national priorities 

• 4.4 Weak intra-party democracy restricts the emergence of new leadership 

• 4.5 National challenges require cooperation that extends beyond electoral competition 

5. Pakistan needs a new generation of statesmen committed to constitutionalism, 

reform and national reconciliation 

• 5.1 Political leaders must strengthen institutions rather than personalise power 

• 5.2 Long-term economic planning must survive changes in government 

• 5.3 Democratic leadership should build consensus on education, economy and 

governance 

• 5.4 Constitutionalism and rule of law must remain above partisan interests 

• 5.5 Political competition should focus on competing visions for Pakistan rather than 

destroying opponents 

6. Conclusion 
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6. True Peace Is Not Merely the Absence of 

Tension; It Is the Presence of Justice. 

1. Introduction 

2. Peace without justice merely suppresses conflict without eliminating its 

underlying causes 

• 2.1 Silence imposed through fear cannot be equated with genuine peace 

• 2.2 Political exclusion creates grievances that eventually produce instability 

• 2.3 Economic inequality generates social resentment and conflict 

• 2.4 Discrimination and denial of rights undermine peaceful coexistence 

• 2.5 Justice addresses the causes of conflict rather than merely its visible symptoms 

3. History demonstrates that durable peace emerges when grievances are 

addressed through justice and reconciliation 

• 3.1 Post-World War II Europe demonstrates how reconciliation can transform former 

enemies 

• 3.2 South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation process linked peace with acknowledgement 

of past injustice 

• 3.3 The Good Friday Agreement demonstrated the importance of political inclusion in 

conflict resolution 

• 3.4 The Palestinian conflict illustrates the consequences of leaving fundamental 

grievances unresolved 

• 3.5 Ceasefires without political solutions often provide only temporary stability 

4. Justice-based peace requires equality before law, political inclusion and 

socioeconomic fairness 

• 4.1 Rule of law prevents arbitrary power from becoming a source of conflict 

• 4.2 Equal citizenship creates a foundation for social cohesion 

• 4.3 Political participation allows marginalised groups to pursue change peacefully 

• 4.4 Economic justice reduces structural inequalities that fuel instability 

• 4.5 Transitional justice can combine accountability with reconciliation after conflict 

5. The international community must pursue peace through a framework of 

rights, accountability and equitable diplomacy 

• 5.1 International law must be applied consistently rather than selectively 

• 5.2 The United Nations must strengthen preventive diplomacy and peacebuilding 

• 5.3 Humanitarian protection should remain central during armed conflicts 

• 5.4 Peace agreements must address the political and economic roots of conflict 
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• 5.5 Sustainable peace requires justice that is perceived as legitimate by all affected 

communities 

6. Conclusion 

 

7. To Reign Is Worth Ambition Though in 

Hell. 

1. Introduction 

2. The statement captures the destructive side of ambition when the pursuit of 

power becomes an end in itself 

• 2.1 Ambition can inspire individuals to overcome limitations and achieve greatness 

• 2.2 Healthy ambition becomes destructive when success is measured solely through 

power 

• 2.3 The desire to dominate can overpower morality, reason and human compassion 

• 2.4 Milton's Satan represents ambition detached from ethical responsibility 

• 2.5 The pursuit of authority at any cost can make even destructive circumstances appear 

acceptable 

3. History demonstrates how unchecked ambition can transform political power 

into a source of collective destruction 

• 3.1 Hitler's pursuit of racial and territorial domination produced catastrophic 

consequences 

• 3.2 Stalin's concentration of power resulted in repression and immense human suffering 

• 3.3 Colonial expansion often reflected ambitions for wealth, territory and domination 

• 3.4 Contemporary authoritarianism demonstrates the dangers of leaders seeking indefinite 

control 

• 3.5 Personality cults emerge when political ambition becomes stronger than institutional 

restraint 

4. Ambition is not inherently destructive when it is guided by morality, purpose 

and public service 

• 4.1 Personal ambition can motivate scientific, intellectual and social achievement 

• 4.2 Political ambition can become constructive when directed towards national 

development 

• 4.3 Nelson Mandela transformed political ambition into a project of reconciliation 
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• 4.4 Quaid-i-Azam's political struggle was directed towards constitutional and national 

objectives 

• 4.5 Ethical ambition seeks achievement without sacrificing the dignity and welfare of 

others 

5. Democratic institutions must ensure that the pursuit of power remains 

subordinate to law and public welfare 

• 5.1 Separation of powers prevents excessive concentration of authority 

• 5.2 Independent institutions constrain leaders who seek unlimited power 

• 5.3 Free elections provide peaceful mechanisms for political succession 

• 5.4 A strong civil society can challenge authoritarian tendencies 

• 5.5 Leadership becomes legitimate when power is exercised as responsibility rather than 

possession 

6. Conclusion 

 

8. Frailty Is No More the Name of Woman. 

1. Introduction 

2. The traditional image of woman as weak and dependent has been challenged 

by the realities of women's capabilities 

• 2.1 Women have demonstrated excellence in science, politics, business, education and 

public service 

• 2.2 Education has expanded women's intellectual and professional independence 

• 2.3 Women's economic participation has transformed traditional household roles 

• 2.4 Female political leadership has challenged assumptions about women's capacity to 

govern 

• 2.5 Women have repeatedly demonstrated resilience in situations of conflict, poverty and 

social adversity 

3. Women's achievements across history and contemporary society disprove the 

notion of inherent female frailty 

• 3.1 Fatima Jinnah demonstrated political courage and public leadership in Pakistan 

• 3.2 Benazir Bhutto's political career challenged conventional gender expectations in 

South Asian politics 

• 3.3 Malala Yousafzai transformed personal adversity into global advocacy for girls' 

education 

mailto:commonsexamination@gmail.com


 

      Address: 2-A, Shahrah Aiwan-e-Sanat-o-Tijarat, G.O.R.-I, Lahore, Pakistan      Phone: 0325-0179777 
Email: commonsexamination@gmail.com 

• 3.4 Women scientists, entrepreneurs and professionals increasingly occupy influential 

positions 

• 3.5 Women's contribution to national economies proves that their potential cannot be 

confined to traditional roles 

4. Structural discrimination rather than inherent weakness remains the principal 

barrier to women's empowerment 

• 4.1 Unequal access to education limits women's opportunities 

• 4.2 Gender-based violence restricts women's freedom and participation 

• 4.3 Unpaid care work disproportionately burdens women 

• 4.4 Workplace discrimination and unequal wages restrict economic independence 

• 4.5 Patriarchal norms continue to influence women's representation in decision-making 

5. Pakistan can translate women's potential into national strength through 

equality, protection and opportunity 

• 5.1 Universal access to quality education should become a national priority 

• 5.2 Effective implementation of laws against violence and discrimination is essential 

• 5.3 Women's participation in the formal economy should be expanded 

• 5.4 Political and institutional representation should move beyond symbolic inclusion 

• 5.5 Social attitudes must recognise women as equal citizens and contributors to national 

development 

6. Conclusion 

 

9. Dynastic Politics Is the Worst Mockery of 

Democracy. 

1. Introduction 

2. Dynastic politics contradicts the democratic principle of equal political 

opportunity 

• 2.1 Democracy requires leadership to emerge through popular choice and political 

competition 

• 2.2 Dynastic succession converts political influence into a family inheritance 

• 2.3 Concentration of leadership within families limits political mobility 

• 2.4 Personality-based politics weakens issue-based democratic competition 

• 2.5 Political inheritance can replace merit with lineage as the basis of leadership 
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3. Dynastic politics weakens democratic institutions by concentrating power, 

resources and decision-making 

• 3.1 Family-controlled parties often suffer from weak internal democracy 

• 3.2 Patronage networks discourage independent political leadership 

• 3.3 Nepotism limits opportunities for competent political outsiders 

• 3.4 Political institutions become dependent on individual families rather than 

constitutional structures 

• 3.5 Concentrated political power increases the risk of corruption and accountability 

deficits 

4. Pakistan's political experience demonstrates the persistence and consequences 

of dynastic politics 

• 4.1 Major political parties have historically revolved around powerful political families 

• 4.2 Electoral politics often depends upon inherited local influence and patron-client 

networks 

• 4.3 Weak intra-party elections allow family leadership to reproduce itself 

• 4.4 Political polarisation is intensified when competition becomes centred on 

personalities and families 

• 4.5 Dynastic politics persists partly because of weak democratic institutions and limited 

political alternatives 

5. Democratic renewal requires strong political parties, meritocracy and greater 

participation by ordinary citizens 

• 5.1 Political parties must institutionalise transparent intra-party elections 

• 5.2 Candidate selection should prioritise competence, integrity and public service 

• 5.3 Youth and women should receive meaningful opportunities for political leadership 

• 5.4 Electoral and campaign-finance reforms can reduce the influence of entrenched elites 

• 5.5 Strong democratic institutions can ensure that political power remains a public trust 

rather than a family inheritance 

6. Conclusion 

 

10. An Investment in Knowledge Pays the 

Best Interest. 

1. Introduction 
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2. Knowledge is the most sustainable form of investment because it continuously 

expands human capabilities 

• 2.1 Education develops human capital and increases individual productivity 

• 2.2 Knowledge equips societies to solve economic, political and social problems 

• 2.3 Learning creates benefits that extend beyond one generation 

• 2.4 Education improves social mobility and reduces structural inequality 

• 2.5 Knowledge empowers individuals to become productive and responsible citizens 

3. Investment in knowledge is the foundation of innovation, economic growth and 

national competitiveness 

• 3.1 Research and development generate technological advancement 

• 3.2 Skilled human capital strengthens industrial and economic productivity 

• 3.3 Knowledge-based economies are better equipped to compete in global markets 

• 3.4 South Korea transformed its economy through sustained investment in education and 

human capital 

• 3.5 Singapore demonstrates how knowledge, skills and institutional quality can overcome 

limited natural resources 

4. Pakistan's development challenges are closely linked with inadequate 

investment in education, research and human capital 

• 4.1 Unequal access to quality education perpetuates socioeconomic disparities 

• 4.2 Weak learning outcomes restrict the productivity of the workforce 

• 4.3 Limited research capacity constrains innovation and technological independence 

• 4.4 Skills mismatches leave many young people economically underutilised 

• 4.5 Pakistan's youth population can become either a demographic dividend or a 

development burden depending on the quality of investment in knowledge 

5. Pakistan can convert knowledge into national prosperity through a 

comprehensive human-capital strategy 

• 5.1 Public spending on quality education and teacher development must increase 

• 5.2 Universities should be transformed into centres of research and innovation 

• 5.3 Technical and vocational education should be aligned with emerging labour-market 

demands 

• 5.4 Digital literacy and access to technology should become integral to education 

• 5.5 Stronger links between universities, industry and government can turn knowledge 

into productive economic activity 

6. Conclusion 
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